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other professional staff, John Righter,
Steve Bailey, Sarah Egge Kuehl, Jim
Esquea, Josh Evenson, Michael Feld-
man, Brodi Fontenot, Joel Friedman,
John Fuher, Joe Gaeta, Robyn
Hiestand, Cliff Isenberg, Mike Jones,
Jackie Keaveny, Matt Mohning, Jamie
Morin, Stu Nagurka, Kobye Noel, Anne
Page, Steve Posner, Purva Rawal, Josh
Ryan, Matt Salomon, and Ben Soskin.
Let me say they have worked weekends
for months and months and months,
late into the night for months and
months and months, as has Senator
GREGG’s staff, and we all owe them a
great debt of gratitude.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, let me,
again, express the concern of my staff
and myself for Joel and his family and
wish him the best in this very difficult
time and wish his family the best. We
certainly hope he returns to good
health soon.

Let me second the words of the chair-
man. This committee has contention.
Even when the chairman produces a
bill which is wutterly incorrect and
takes us totally in the wrong direction,
I totally respect his efforts. I say that
with some humor. The strength of this
committee, besides the fact that it is a
very influential committee in the Sen-
ate, is that we approach the issues in a
forthright, professional manner. There
is, on both sides of the aisle, a genuine
and sincere and very successful effort
to make sure the committee does its
business in an orderly, professional,
and cooperative way, which we hope
brings credit to the Senate and the way
the Senate should function. I believe it
does.

It is, in large part, because the chair-
man sets that tone, as does his staff—
Mary Naylor and the excellent people
she has working for her; and on my
side, Cheri Reidy, Jim Hearn, Allison
Parent, and all the other folks who
spend hundreds of hours, especially
during this very intense period as we
run up to the final passage of this ex-
tremely important piece of legislation.
Their commitment, their profes-
sionalism is what allows this Congress
to function well, and we very much ap-
preciate it.

I could go on at some length on the
issue of the budget, but I think people
have probably heard enough of myself
on this issue—although I wouldn’t
want to say that—and I know I would
love to hear the chairman further dis-
cuss this, and he would love to hear
myself further discuss it, but it is prob-
ably time to move it along and allow
the chips to fall where they may. I
would suggest we yield back all time
and we vote at 5:30.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, we
would be agreeable on our side. Again,
I wish to thank the ranking member
for his graciousness throughout this
process and for organizing the work of
the committee and the work on the
floor in a way that I think does reflect
well on this body and certainly well on
the committee. This is the way the
Senate should function. We debate vig-
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orously, but at the end of the day, we
get the job done in a way that assures
that the American people can feel both
sides have been represented with vigor.
That has certainly been the case today.

I thank the Chair, I yield the floor,
and I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 5:30 p.m.
today, the Senate proceed to a vote on
adoption of the conference report to ac-
company S. Con. Res. 13, the concur-
rent budget resolution, with all statu-
tory time yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is in
order to ask for the yeas, I understand.
I do ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There is a sufficient
second.

Under the previous order, the ques-
tion is on the adoption of the con-
ference report to accompany S. Con.
Res. 13.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) are nec-
essarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) would vote
ssyea.av

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. SESSIONS)
would have voted: ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 173 Leg.]

YEAS—b53

Akaka Gillibrand Mikulski
Baucus Hagan Murray
Begich Harkin Nelson (FL)
Bennet Inouye Pryor
Bingaman Johnson Reed
Boxer Kaufman Reid
gﬁ?“?]lrs] Efggﬁchar Sanders
Cantwell Kohl zlclhumer

X . aheen
Cardin Landrieu
Carper Lautenberg Stabenow
Casey Leahy Tester
Conrad Levin Udall (CO)
Dodd Lieberman Udall (NM)
Dorgan Lincoln Warner
Durbin McCaskill Webb
Feingold Menendez Whitehouse
Feinstein Merkley Wyden

S4881

NAYS—43

Alexander Crapo McCain
Barrasso DeMint McConnell
Bayh Ensign Murkowski
Bennett Enzi Nelson (NE)
Bond Graham Risch
Brownback Grassley Roberts
Bunning Gregg Shelby
Burr Hatch
Byrd Hutchison Sggﬁzr
Chambliss Inhofe
Coburn Isakson Tlllune
Cochran Johanns Vl‘qter )
Collins Kyl Voinovich
Corker Lugar Wicker
Cornyn Martinez

NOT VOTING—3
Kennedy Rockefeller Sessions

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. CONRAD. I move to reconsider
the vote and to lay that motion on the
table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I thank
all of my colleagues for the way the de-
bate was conducted. I especially thank
those who voted for the conference re-
port. We are missing a number of Sen-
ators, and we hope for their speedy re-
covery, Senator KENNEDY and Senator
ROCKEFELLER. We also very much ap-
preciate the extraordinary work of
staffs on both sides. I again thank the
ranking member of the committee for
his continuing courtesy and profes-
sionalism.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CONRAD. I ask unanimous con-
sent there now be a time for morning
business with Senators able to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CONRAD. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FACING FORECLOSURE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, tomor-
row we will consider a measure that
will change the Bankruptcy Code. Cur-
rently, the Bankruptcy Code says if
someone is facing foreclosure on their
home and they go into the bankruptcy
court, the bankruptcy court cannot re-
write their mortgage under section 13
of the Bankruptcy Code. The problem
is, if someone happens to own a piece of
property that is a vacation home, such
as a condo in Florida, or if they own a
ranch or a farm, the bankruptcy judge
seeing this foreclosure can rewrite the
mortgage, but not for their home.

What difference does it make? It
means that the millions of people who
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